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We Hear You 
Thank you again for your generous donations and for all of 
your prayers and support of our family in Bayonnais.  The 
giving Tuesday drive for additional funds resulted in 
$17,045, thank you! 

There still exists a shortfall in the food budget for the 
beginning of 2019 in the amount of $36,955.  Some of you 
have asked the best way to continue to support the people 
in Bayonnais and help recover from the budget shortfall 
leading to missed meals for the school children.  We focused 
heavily on this topic at our last board meeting.  We are 
currently in the process of formulating sponsorship 
campaigns for 2019.  The goal will be to have 233 additional 
sponsors join us next year and to continue to build on that 
each year until we have reached the ideal shared with us by 
Actionnel, that at least 1,000 children are sponsored.  In the 
meantime, to help with the urgent need for the school lunch 
program, we are accepting one time donations to fill in that 
gap in the budget.  We want to be able to both feed the 
students now and in the immediate future while, at the 
same time, preparing for coming years to help this from 
happening again.  Actionnel has shared with us that child 
sponsorship is the best way to ensure all of the children 
have all of their needs met, therefore, that will be our focus 
in the coming year. 

To all of our sponsors, we are indelibly grateful.  What you 
are doing is making a difference to a child in Haiti.  If you'd 
like to help further, you could take advantage of an 
additional, one-time gift, an additional monthly supplement, 
or maybe even choosing another child to sponsor.  You 
might also help us spread the word by talking to friends and 
family about Haiti and the child that you are helping to get 
an education.  Your light just might ignite the passion in 
someone else and together, we can grow... 

HOW CAN I HELP?  

Haiti has changed from a net exporter of 

food to an importer of food. 76% of food is 

now imported into Haiti. Costs for every-

day items are skyrocketing. Cost of food 

has doubled. Fuel has increased signifi-

cantly. Due to the increase in cost, a hot 

lunch at school is no longer guaranteed. 

Monthly cost for a hot school lunch is 

$9,000. OFCB prepares approximately 

2,200 meals per day times 20 school days 

per month result in 44,000 meals being 

prepared. That averages out to less than 

21 cents per meal. 

Give a recurring or one-time gift 

through the World of God website:  

GIVE NOW 

338 S. Sharon Amity Rd. No. 280, Charlotte, NC 28211     |     Voice/Text: 704-575-0062     |     Email: info@worldofgod.org 

https://www9498.ssldomain.com/worldofgod/Donation.php?fundName=School_Lunches


If you are interested in joining a  

mission team in Bayonnais, contact  

David Nichols at david5cents@aol.com. 

Sponsoring a child is the best way  

to help the students at OFCB.  

Visit our website  

if you are inspired to sponsor a child: 

www.worldofgod.org. 

There are three environmental factors in Haiti that cre-
ate an incredible headwind for Bayonnais and for the 
school system.  

The first one is the absence of governmental funding for 
local needs. The government supplies no money, ze-
ro money, to Bayonnais for the basics -- roads, water, 
electricity and school.  Nothing. In the US, we have pub-
lic schools, we have charter schools and we have private 
schools. The tax base provides the funding for public 
schools -- builds the building, provides the school bus 
fuel, pays the school teachers.  Charter schools get an 
allotment per student for operations – teacher pay and 
facility operations -- but the charter school has to raise 
funds for facilities. Private schools get nothing from the 
government; they raise all operating funds.  Bayonnais is 
a private school (government funds only 5% of schools).  
Bayonnais funds everything from private sources – tui-
tion (if they parents can pay), child sponsorships (thank 
you, Sponsors!), and private grants for building build-
ings, etc.  

Point number two, Haiti is an import-based economy. 
In 2018, imports were 30% higher than the average for 
the prior 10 years.  Actionnel indicated in last month’s 
Challenge newsletter that Haiti used to export food.  
Now it is a net importer of food, with 76% of food being 
imported.  What that means is that the Haitian economy 
which was largely agrarian, is in bad shape. Farmers are 

not producing as much – soil is depleted – and have less 
income with which to buy goods.  Food imports, bought 
in the world market, have a 15% import tariff applied, 
which is passed on to the consumer.  And total goods 
are scarce, which also causes prices to rise.   

The final item Actionnel mentioned; inflation. Inflation 
has recently become rampant in Haiti. A weak economy 
produces little, and an import-based economy with high 
tariffs make goods expensive.  What goods that are 
available are sold at a high price, because they are 
scarce.  And if prices are high, people demand higher 
pay.  That higher pay has to be absorbed in the cost of 
what they produce. Consider the situation where a 
school teacher has a scooter.  She buys fuel, which is 
imported, and the cost of fuel doubles.  The food she 
buys increases in price.  Now all of a sudden her fixed 
salary is not covering her costs of living. The teacher 
turns around and demands more pay to stay at the 
school.  Because Bayonnais is remote, teacher pay de-
mands are harder to negotiate, especially when the gov-
ernment raises the salaries of public-school teachers.  
And, as Actionnel mentioned in the previous Challenge 
newsletter, paying teachers is number one priority.  
Teacher pay goes up, bus fuel goes up, other costs go 
up.  So paying for food every day for the children is im-
paired because of the higher priorities of running a 
school. 

More About the Food Shortage in Bayonnais 
Interview with Dow Bauknight, Chair Person, World of God, conducted by Stephanie McAnuff, World of God Operations Officer. 
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