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We can say that no nation on earth knows better 

than Haiti just how destructive, dangerous, and 

destabilizing deforestation, floods, and climate 

change can be. Haiti is one of the striking examples 

of how a combination of socioeconomic conditions 

and physical exposure could lead to severe climate 

change vulnerability and chaos.  

Haiti is already prone to a wide variety of 

environmental stressors. Some of them include 

droughts, flooding, earthquakes, hurricanes, and 

landslides, and these stressors have crippled the 

country. And that is not all; Haiti has also witnessed 

declining GDP since 1982 while seeing serious 

political turmoil throughout the last few decades. 

According to scientists, extreme weather events, 

such as floods, hurricanes, and droughts in the area 

will become worse as our planet warms. 

It is no secret that island nations, such as Haiti, will 

be among the hardest hit by impacts of a changing 

climate, such as shoreline erosion. 

Flooding and Mudslides 

Did you know that flooding is a crucial problem in 

nearly all of Haiti‘s thirty major watersheds? This is 

because of various reasons, such as storm surges 

in the coastal zones, intense seasonal rainfall, a 

deforested and highly eroded landscape, and river 

channels that are laden with sediments. Flooding 

washes away most of the fertile soil, depositing it on 

the nation’s riverbeds.  

Haiti is also vulnerable to mudslides, and this is 

because of staggering levels of deforestation in the 

Environmental Vulnerabilities and Haiti’s Situation: 

A Discussion 

Fuel Tank Update 

We raised a total of $14,376.00 for the 

fuel tank for Bayonnais. Although this is 

short of our goal, Actionnel spoke with 

Jean Marc Alexandre and he thinks that 

they will be able to build a fuel tank with 

a 4,500 gallon capacity with the available 

funds. We will keep you updated as this 

progresses. 

Coronavirus COVID-19 in 

Haiti 
President Jovenel Moïse declared a 

countrywide state of emergency on 

Thursday, March 19. 

From Actionnel on March 26: 

Schools have been closed in Haiti for 

seven (7) days today and as of yesterday, 

9 people have been confirmed 

Coronavirus tested positive. (15 as of 

3/30/2000). Actually we do not have any 

cases like that in Bayonnais. Only one case 

has been found in our State, Artibonite, 

which was brought in by an European. The 

8 other cases are in Port au Prince, Jacmel 

and Les Cayes.  

We have been dealing with a very fearful 

environment since Thursday, the 19th of 

March 2020.  

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/napa/hti01f.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/09/18/small-island-nations-at-the-frontline-of-climate-action-.html


country. Many individuals and families, particularly in Port-au-Prince, reside in shantytowns with flimsy and 

dangerous huts that cling to exposed and steep hillsides. 

Because of the almost-complete absence of levees and embankments, this cycle then gradually intensifies 

the next series of flooding. As you can imagine, this leads to the loss of livestock and human lives as well as 

the destruction of crops, agricultural infrastructure, and farmland. And future climate change in the area could 

exacerbate these problems. 

Other Reasons 

One of the major reasons for these environmental issues and vulnerabilities is that there is not enough 

protection or management of Haiti's natural resources. Some other environmental issues are also to blame. 

These are decreases in precipitation and more severe natural disasters. 

Unplanned urban growth and population density exacerbate the stress levels on the systems more sensitive 

to the impacts of climate change, such as water and food resources, as well as health care infrastructure and waste 

management services. 

Steps to Improve the Environmental Situation 

The authorities can implement the following steps to improve the situation in Haiti: 

 Relieve pressure on various forest resources and decreasing deforestation by encouraging the use of 

subsidized wood fuel substitutes  

 Strengthen institutions to better manage the environment and resources by establishing and 

empowering governance structures on a local level, including community policing 

 Invest more external aid and resources in rural development projects in order to stem the flow of 

migrants to urban slums 

A perfect storm of socioeconomic and physical factors in Haiti has combined to heighten the nation’s 

vulnerability to climate change. This is why a wide range of initiatives will be required in order to strengthen 

Haiti’s resilience in a changing climate. 

We all know long-term resource and climate management is difficult in the best of times, but in Haiti, a very 

poor country that is spending time and energy on short-term crisis management (earthquake, hurricanes, 

flooding, erosion, , etc), this task is further exacerbated. This has been a particularly challenging school year 

for the students at OFCB in Bayonnais due to civil unrest, fuel shortages and now Covid-19.  

Let’s join together and prayer for our friends in Bayonnais, Haiti and throughout the word during this very 

difficult time. 


